


FAQs:
What is the difference between
monoclonal and DB Biotech clonal
antibodies?
Clonal antibodies are monospecific such
as monoclonals. The principal difference
between these two types of antibodies
is that the DB Biotech clonal antibodies
recognize solely very specifically selected
linear epitope on the antigen molecule
after its detailed proteomic analysis
whereas the monoclonal antibodies
recognize very often steric epitopes
that frequently change their conforma-
tion during tissue preparation, protein
extraction, etc., making the correspon-
ding monoclonal antibody unspecific,
less avid and in extreme cases not
functional.

Why does DB Biotech offer two
separate clonal antibodies for the
same antigen?
Some antigens have a number of
specific linear epitopes that can be reco-
gnized by the corresponding clonal anti-
body with different level of intensity
depending on the tested pathology,
material, patient, etc. In such case
DB Biotech develops 2-3 clonal antibo-
dies characterizing different linear
epitopes on the same antigen. We leave
it to the clinician/scientist to test and
select which clone is more appropriate
for his/her researched model/applica-
tion.

Can clonal antibodies be used for
the same applications as polyclo-
nal and monoclonal antibodies?
Yes, however clonal antibodies are sig-
nificantly more specific than polyclonals
and therefore may be used even for very
sensitive applications where the absolute
specificity is essential - such as clinical
diagnostics.
Clonal antibodies are comparable to
monoclonals, but they recognize only
the linear epitopes whereas their speci-
ficity, affinity and avidity remain un-
changed even in case of possible
transformation of the antigen confor-
mation.


